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CHINA
ᴮ≏ᶻ㬒⎍◾

Qin dynasty or Ch'in dynasty ([tɕʰǐn], Chinese:
ਉ; pinyin: Qíncháo; Wade–Giles: Chʻin²chʻao²) was the first dynasty of Imperial
China, lasting from 221 to 206 BC. Wikipedia

Neolithic c. 8500 – c. 2070 BC
Xia c. 2070 – c. 1600 BC

Dec 26, 1893 - Sep 09, 1976 (age 82)

Shang c. 1600 – c. 1046 BC
Zhou c. 1046 – 256 BC

“China is a sleeping giant. Let her
sleep, for when she wakes, she will
move the world.”
― Napoleon Bonaparte,
circa 1817
Napoleon Aug 15, 1769 –
May 05, 1821 (age 51)

Xi Jinping
Jun 15, 1953 (age 67)
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Carl Sagan’s Baloney Detection Kit
•

W herever possible there must be independent
confirmation of the “facts.”

•

Encourage substantive debate on the evidence by
knowledgeable proponents of all points of view.

•

Arguments from authority carry little weight —
“authorities” have made mistakes in the past. They will do so
again in the future. Perhaps a better way to say it is that in
science there are no authorities; at most, there are experts.

•

•

Spin more than one hypothesis. If there’s something
to be explained, think of all the different ways in which it could
be explained. Then think of tests by which you might
systematically disprove each of the alternatives. What
survives, the hypothesis that resists disproof in this Darwinian
selection among “multiple working hypotheses,” has a much
better chance of being the right answer than if you had simply
run with the first idea that caught your fancy.
Try not to get overly attached to a hypothesis
just because it’s yours. It’s only a way station in the
pursuit of knowledge. Ask yourself why you like the idea.
Compare it fairly with the alternatives. See if you can find
reasons for rejecting it. If you don’t, others will.

USE GOOD COMMON SENSE – AVOID PITFALLS TO THAT
https://getpocket.com/explore/item/the-baloney-detection-kit-carl-sagan-srules-for-bullshit-busting-and-critical-thinking?utm_source=pocket-newtab

•

Quantify. If whatever it is you’re explaining has some measure,
some numerical quantity attached to it, you’ll be much better able
to discriminate among competing hypotheses. What is vague and
qualitative is open to many explanations. Of course, there are
truths to be sought in the many qualitative issues we are obliged to
confront but finding them is more challenging.

•

If there’s a chain of argument, every link in the
chain must work (including the premise) — not just most of
them.

•

Occam’s Razor. This convenient rule-of-thumb urges us when
faced with two hypotheses that explain the data equally well to
choose the simpler.

•

Always ask whether the hypothesis can be, at
least in principle, falsified. Propositions that are
untestable, unfalsifiable are not worth much. Consider the grand
idea that our Universe and everything in it is just an elementary
particle — an electron, say — in a much bigger Cosmos. But if we
can never acquire information from outside our Universe, is not the
idea incapable of disproof? You must be able to check assertions
out. Inveterate skeptics must be given the chance to follow your
reasoning, to duplicate your experiments and see if they get the
same result.
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I am not a
“China Scholar.”

“China”
Background

I do not speak
Chinese.

1972-73 – Studied “China”

But I have
studied the place
and the people –
and I have been
there several
times.

PMH ᴮ⬇

1973 – 1977 – Focus on Asia including China
1975 – Visit to Hong Kong & Macau
1986 – SAMS Fellows Visit
1998 – Director, DIA Visit

2006 - 2007 – L-3 Visits
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SAMS Fellows Visit 1986
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Tiananmen Square, Beijing, People’s Republic of China, circa
1986
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CHINA

Peoples
Republic of
CHINA
The visit to
Cheng-Du
1998
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My Initial Views
• China is proceeding into the future to become ‘the’ dominant
nation in the global community – in every possible way.
• They are making rapid progress toward this goal by breaking
international laws and norms and by seeking to achieve their goal no
matter what the cost to others.
• They are doing this in a way that is menacing to the nations and
groups which will be diminished or adversely affected by their quest.
• There may be an element of “fate” about this – in the Chinese view
this was meant to happen and will happen in some large part
because it has been pre-ordained, not so much by a divine being as
by history and culture.
• The nation which stands to lose the most from this “turn of events”
is the United States.
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China’s March Toward Domination
• China Expands Its Economic ‘Gravitational Force’ Amid U.S.
Retreat
NIKKEI ASIAN REVIEW, 29 Nov 2020, by Yoichi Takita

Push for free trade and global yuan offer peek into a Beijing-led
future.

• “TOKYO -- It was as if Chinese President Xi Jinping made a slam dunk, perfectly
timed to take advantage of the presidential transition in the U.S.
• On Nov. 20, Xi said that China would "favorably consider" joining the Trans-Pacific
Partnership -- an 11-member trade pact including Japan and Australia. Just days
before, China and 14 other countries had signed the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, creating the world's largest free trade bloc.
• Xi's enthusiasm toward the TPP in addition to RCEP delivered a blow to U.S.
President Donald Trump, whose administration has sought to isolate China from the
international community. Xi's comment invoked concern that, at least when it comes
to trade, Washington may be more at risk of isolation than Beijing.
• A look at the global economy supports these concerns. The U.S. accounted for 24.5%
of the world's gross domestic product in 2019, compared with China's 16.4%. But the
15 RCEP members combined accounted for 29.6%, outpacing the U.S.
• China is by far the largest economy within RCEP. It produced 55.5% of the bloc's total
GDP last year, compared with 19.6% for second-ranked Japan.”
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"The supreme art of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.“

Sun Tzu

•B
Born: 544 BC · Qi
•Died: 496 BC · Wu
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Current Statistics
CHINA

•Population: 1,390,080,000
80
•Per capita income: $16,760
•Life expectancy at birth: F 78/M 75 yrs
•Infant mortality rate: 10/1,000 live births
Sources: National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2018
Population Reference Bureau 2018, China

Capital

Beijing
39°55ʹN 116°23ʹE

Largest city

Shanghai

Official languages

Standard Chinese

Recognised regional languages

•Mongolian
•Uyghur
•Tibetan
•Zhuang
•various others

Official script

Simplified Chinese

Ethnic groups

•Majority Han Chinese
[c]
•55 minorities [show]

Religion (2014)

Area
• Total

2

[

9,596,961 km (3,705,407 sq mi)
h][7]
(3rd/4th)

[1][2]

[a]

[b]

•73.56% No religion / Folk
•15.87% Buddhism
•7.59% Salvationist sects
•2.53% Christianity
•0.45% Islam
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Location and Context
China’s ancient view of itself has been as if it were the “Middle Kingdom”
(Zhongguo). It dates from c.1000 BC, when it designated the Chou empire
situated on the North China Plain. The Chou people, unaware of high
civilizations in the West, believed their empire occupied the middle of the
earth, surrounded by barbarians. Middle Kingdom | Encyclopedia.com
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10,000 years old
pottery,
Xianren Cave culture
(18000–7000 BCE)

Wikipedia
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China
Now
Here are some contemporary views of Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Qinghai,
17
Harbin, and Cheng Du as examples of “modern China.”

BEIJING
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BEIJING
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SHANGHAI

20

SHANGHAI

21

SHANGHAI

22

HONG KONG

23

SHENZHEN

24

KOWLOON

25

QUNINGHAI

26

HARBIN

27

CHENG DU
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Chinese Thought

Chinese thought is a mix of ancient “wisdom,” developed
Communist philosophy since Mao, and now, modern thought
in the context of a developing world as seen through Chinese
eyes. Who knows precisely what their guiding principles are?
e
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CONFUCIUS
• Confucius did not believe in the concept of "democracy", which is itself
an Athenian concept unknown in ancient China but could be interpreted
by Confucius's principles recommending against individuals electing their
own political leaders to govern them, or that anyone is capable of selfgovernment. He expressed fears that the masses lacked the intellect to make
decisions for themselves, and that, in his view, since not everyone is created
equal, not everyone has a right of self-government.[40]
• While he supported the idea of government ruling by a virtuous king, his ideas
contained a number of elements to limit the power of rulers. He argued for
representing truth in language, and honesty was of paramount importance.
Even in facial expression, truth must always be represented. Confucius believed
that if a ruler is to lead correctly, by action, that orders would be unnecessary in
that others will follow the proper actions of their ruler. In discussing the
relationship between a king and his subject (or a father and his son), he
underlined the need to give due respect to superiors. This demanded that the
subordinates must advise their superiors if the superiors are considered to be
taking a course of action that is wrong. Confucius believed in ruling by example,
if you lead correctly, orders by force or punishment are not necessary.[41] Wikipedia
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…And so, knowing victory is fivefold:

• Knowing when one can and cannot do battle is
victory.
• Knowing the use of the many and the few is
victory.
• Superior and inferior desiring the same is
victory.
• Being prepared and awaiting the unprepared
is victory.
• The general being capable and the ruler not
interfering is victory.[[7]]
• One must take it whole when contending for all-under heaven
…
• Thus, the military is not blunted, and advantage can be whole
…
• This is the method of the strategy of attack.[[8]]
• In sum, when in battle, Use the orthodox to
engage.
• Use the extraordinary to attain victory.
• And so, one skilled at giving rise to the extraordinary
• One skilled at giving rise to the extraordinary—
• As boundless as heaven and earth,
• As inexhaustible as the Yellow River and the ocean.[[9]]

Sun Tzu
Thinking like Sun Tzu…
 Maxim One, Anticipate the Foe’s Uses of—
Cause—Link—Effect.
 Maxim Two, Seize Advantages from the
Adversary’s Perspectives of Truths.
 Maxim Three, Attack the Adversary’s
Assessment Cycle and Its Need For Recursive
Data
 Maxim Four, Understand the Phenomenon
of Will.
 Maxim Five—Attack the Enemy’s Mind.
 Maxim Six, Wargame the Enemy’s
Wargaming.
Brigadier General Wayne M. “Mike” Hall retired from the U.S.
Army after 30 years of active military service primarily in the
field of intelligence.
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The Father of Modern China
䊱ᷤᴮ◾ᵌ䄷
xiàn dài zhōng guó zhī fù

Mao Zedong
•

"Problems

of War and Strategy" (November 6, 1938), Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 225.

• We are advocates of the abolition of war, we do not want war; but war can
only be abolished through war, and in order to get rid of the gun it is
necessary to take up the gun.
• Speech at the Moscow Meeting of Communist and Workers' Parties (November 18, 1957).

• It is my opinion that the international situation has now reached a new
turning point. There are two winds in the world today, the East Wind and
the West Wind. There is a Chinese saying, "Either the East Wind prevails
over the West Wind or the West Wind prevails over the East Wind." I
believe it is characteristic of the situation today that the East Wind is
prevailing over the West Wind. That is to say, the forces of socialism have
become overwhelmingly superior to the forces of imperialism.
32

Mao Zedong

• "Politics is war without bloodshed while war is politics with bloodshed.“
• "Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.“
• "To read too many books is harmful.“
• "Communism is not love. Communism is a hammer which we use to crush the
enemy.“
• "The people, and the people alone, are the motive force in the making of world
history.“
• "All reactionaries are paper tigers.“
• "The guerrilla must move amongst the people as a fish swims in the sea.“
• "Women hold up half the sky.“
• "Every Communist must grasp the truth: Political power grows out of the barrel
of a gun.“
• "Let a hundred flowers bloom, let a hundred schools of thought contend."
33

34

35

36

Attack the 'Four Olds' of Chinese
society (i.e., old customs, old
culture, old habits, and old
ideas).

After Mao's death and the arrest of the
Gang of Four in 1976, the Cultural
Revolution finally came to an end. The
Cultural Revolution damaged China's
economy and traditional culture, with an
estimated death toll ranging
from hundreds of thousands to 20
0
million. Wikipedia
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Xi Jinping
• October 14, 2020 Hong Kong (CNN) Chinese President Xi Jinping has
called on troops to "put all (their) minds and energy on
preparing for war" in a visit to a military base in the southern province of
Guangdong on Tuesday, according to state news agency Xinhua.
• During an inspection of the People's Liberation Army Marine Corps in Chaozhou
City, Xinhua said Xi told the soldiers to "maintain a state of high alert" and called
on them to be "absolutely loyal, absolutely pure, and absolutely reliable."
• The main purpose of Xi's visit to Guangdong was to deliver a speech Wednesday
commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone,
which was established in 1980 to attract foreign capital and played a vital role in
helping China's economy become the second-largest in the world.
• But the military visit comes as tensions between China and the United States
remain at their highest point in decades, with disagreements over Taiwan and
the coronavirus pandemic creating sharp divisions between Washington and
Beijing.
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The Belt and Road Initiative refers to the Silk Road Economic Belt
and 21st Century Maritime Silk Road, a significant development strategy
launched by the Chinese government with the intention of promoting economic cooperation among countries along the proposed Belt and Road routes. The Initiative
has been designed to enhance the orderly free-flow of economic factors and the
efficient allocation of resources. It is also intended to further market integration and
create a regional economic co-operation framework of benefit to all.

The "Belt" refers to economic and overland transport links across China to
Central Asia and Europe while the "Road" is a network of maritime routes
connecting regions through Chinese seaports.
What does "Belt and Road" Mean? | HKTDC Belt and Road Portal

39

Countries which signed cooperation documents related to the Belt and Road Initiative
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Approach:
China and its perceived sphere of influence – the belt and road initiative +
The People’s Republic of China (PRC) approach is a mixture of methodology – they use every possible
method (and more…) to achieve their goals. Those goals can be summed up in a single sentence:
Preserve and enhance China’s national interests in the world community and protect the Motherland.
China views itself as a rising peer competitor of the United States – believing its destiny is to be the
dominant nation.
Both parts of the collective goal are “as the ruling leadership sees it to be.”
Their primary interest(s) in the direct application of their method(s) are:
-- To influence regional neighbors and nations of specific interest to either support or acquiesce to
China’s goals or to not oppose China’s goals in an unacceptable way.
-- To selectively support governments and groups which have something to offer that the Chinese want.
-- To actively oppose (including the use of force) any threats to Chinese interests which are judged to be
otherwise intolerable.
-- To undermine any competing or antagonistic (or threatening) actions or potential actions by what the
PRC perceives to be peer nations (selected great powers), including specifically the United States and
Russia (conditionally).
-- To preserve and strengthen the official view that ethnic Chinese and part of greater China’s presence
[in the world] and that China’s interests are congruent with ethnic Chinese throughout the world.
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China’s Direction &
Intent
China has been on a “long march” before and is on one again
– this time the pathway is clear, and the end is near.
42

Time and momentum on China's side
as world faces unprecedented
turbulence, says Xi
Jan 12, 2021, 01:17 PM IST
Beijing: Time and momentum are on China's side as the world faces an
unprecedented turbulent time, President Xi Jinping has said, outlining his
vision for the ruling Communist Party for the next 30 years to achieve "great
rejuvenation of Chinese nation".
Xi, 67, who has become China's most powerful leader after Mao Zedong since
he came to power in 2012 was addressing the leading cadre of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) on Monday. Founded in 1921 by Mao, the CPC took over
power in 1921 by Mao, the CPC took over power in 1949.
In his morale-boosting speech, Xi said he believes "time and momentum are on
China's side", despite challenges, including the COVID-19 pandemic, supply
chain disruptions, deteriorating relations with the West and a slowing
economy.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/time-and-momentum-on-chinas-side-as-worldfaces-unprecedented-turbulence-saysxi/articleshow/80229211.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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New China Defense Law Could 'Justify' PLA Action Against
U.S.—Think Tank
New China Defense Law Could 'Justify' PLA Action Against U.S.—Think Tank (msn.com) By: John Feng for Newsweek //

13 January 2021

China could exploit changes to its defense law as rationale for military action against the United States, an analyst has told Newsweek.
Beijing has redefined its national interests at home and abroad, expounding on the just causes that would trigger the
mobilization of troops and civilian resources in the name of national defense, according to a report by Taiwan's
Institute for National Defense and Security Research. Amendments to China's National Defense Law, effective from
January 1, included the consolidation of decision-making power in the Central Military Commission—chaired by
President Xi Jinping—and a reduction in the influence of cabinet-level officials in the State Council.
The document, the significance of which is second only to the Chinese constitution, will define the direction of
the People's Liberation Army, said the institute's report, published on Tuesday. The law, adopted in 1997, now includes
four uses of the phrase "development interests," which China uses to define a range of domestic and foreign interests.
It widens the scope of the law and provides legal grounds for full or partial military mobilization, to include
insurrection, secession, as well as threats to China's sovereignty, unification, territorial integrity, national security and
overseas interests…
"As long as a war is legal and justified, it can attack," the report said. "References to China's 'development interests'
are widely believed to be directed at the United States," the institute's Chinese military and politics researcher Hung
Tzu-chieh told Newsweek on Wednesday. "If China feels its development interests have been infringed upon, the law
could justify military action," he added.

This report comes from a Taiwan Think Tank and therefore must be
regarded with caution. However, the report may indeed be credible.
PMH
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China Advances…
Goal: Revise the international order and
dominate.

Deliberate
Intent

Global Reach

Progress
Toward Goals

Inertia
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Proportion of world (countries with data) nominal GDP
for the countries with the top 10 highest nominal GDP
in 2018, from 1980 to 2018 with IMF projections until
2024 [3] Wikipedia
Some analysts say that the course of future
events and attendant economic progress or
lack of progress is so uncertain that current
projections must be tempered with the
possibility that they will be wrong. However,
the economic power that China seems to have
and the absence of that in other nations,
including the U.S., should be of great concern.
PMH

By Cmglee - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
46
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=86380395

China Military Strength (2020)
Second only to the U.S. and Russia, the Chinese
military continues to grow alongside a local
burgeoning Military-Industrial Complex.

For 2020, China is ranked 3 of 138 out of the countries
considered for the annual GFP review. It holds a PwrIndx*
rating of 0.0691 (0.0000 considered 'perfect').

2020 China Military Strength (globalfirepower.com)
KEY AREAS OF GROWTH
Strategic Nuclear Forces
Strategic Rocket Forces
PRC Naval Forces
Intelligence Capabilities
The PRC currently has an estimated Total Military Personnel of 2,693,000
(est.) out of a population of 1,383,688,980 (est.) people. There are several
variables affecting military manpower in China, but the bottom line is the
e
pool available manpower is huge by any standard. PMH

“IIn 2017 Chinese President Xi
Jinping set out two major goals for the
PLA: to complete modernization by
2035 and become a “world class”
military by mid-century, presumably
prior to the People’s Republic of China
(PRC)’s centennial in 2049. The
Pentagon isn’t sure what exactly “world
class” means in practice (the PRC may
not be either) but it is confident that
China isn’t building up its military for
show, stating that “the CCP
[Chinese Communist Party]
desires the PLA to become a
practical instrument of its
statecraft with an active role
in advancing the PRC’s
foreign policy, particularly with
respect to the PRC’s increasingly global
interests and its aims to revise aspects
of the international order.”
Pentagon Releases Annual China
Military Power Report – The Diplomat
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You Can’t Trust The Chinese To Tell You
Anything Accurately…So The Truth Is We
Probably Don’t Know The Truth About The
People’s Republic Of China…No Surprise.
PMH

INDICATORS

We can’t know everything, but we c
can infer from some
indicators what the direction is
i – can’t we?
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Civilian-Military
Civilian-M
ilitary Team

Common Go
Goals
oaals & Efforts
49

China’s Maritime Expansion
In its strategic quest to dominate the waterway
separating the Asian mainland from the island of
Borneo and the Philippine archipelago, China
has built military outposts on disputed islands
and reefs that, according to Xi, “are Chinese
territory since ancient times … left to us by our
ancestors.” The network of bases, harbors and
landing strips deep in international waters has
created a buffer for China's southern coastline,
further encircled Taiwan and challenged the
Pentagon’s ability to move ships into Asia.
“It appears that China is rapidly developing the
capabilities to exclude other navies from the
South China Sea,” Bill Hayton, an author and
associate fellow at the Chatham House think
tank, told a congressional commission in
September.
Under the Trump administration — which has
called China a "bully" seeking a "maritime
empire" — the U.S. sailed more warships than
normal through the region in 2020 to assert
navigation rights. But the operations have done
nothing to claw back the islets and waters that
five Southeast Asian nations and Taiwan claim
Beijing has usurped.
An airstrip and other structures are seen on China's man-made Subi Reef in the South China Sea in 2017.
(Bullit Marquez / Associated Press)
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China: Paying US Media to Publish
Propaganda
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/16865/china-propaganda-us-media
'Borrowing a Boat to Go Out on the Ocean'
by Judith Bergman for the Gatestone Institute // January 2, 2021 at 5:00 am

x

x

x

In June, China Daily filed a disclosure with the Justice
Department showing that, since November 2016, it had
paid $19 million to U.S. media outlets, including $12
million to newspapers such as the Washington
Post and New York Times.
China Daily's ads -- in a strategy known as "borrowing a boat to go
out on the ocean" -- come in the form of advertising supplements,
inserts called China Watch... camouflaged to look like the other news
content of the media outlets in which they appear.
The practice does not seem to have caused any sort of actual uproar in those
media circles that engage in it... This reticence is odd... but because so
many journalists and editors consider themselves as standing up against
racism, ethnic and religious discrimination, and human rights abuses.
Taking money from the Chinese Communist regime in exchange for
spreading its propaganda would seem to indicate that this stance is simply
empty posturing.
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China deploying "en masse" underwater drones in Indian Ocean: Report
China deploying "en masse" underwater drones in Indian Ocean: Report (msn.com)
From ANI // 1 day ago

China has deployed a fleet of underwater drones called Sea Wing (Haiyi) glider in the Indian
Ocean, which can operate for months on end and make observations for naval intelligence
purposes, according to defence analyst HI Sutton.
Writing for the Forbes magazine, Sutton said that these sea gliders, which the Chinese are
deploying "en masse", are a type of Uncrewed Underwater Vehicle (UUV) which were launched
in mid-December 2019 and recovered in February after making over 3,400 observations. Citing
the government sources, Sutton in his report said that these gliders are similar to those
deployed by the US Navy, one of which was seized by Beijing in 2016 to ensure "safe
navigation of passing ships."
"Taken at face value, it may be surprising that China is now deploying these types of UUV en
masse in the Indian Ocean. China has also deployed the Sea Wing from an ice breaker in the
Arctic," Sutton wrote. According to the defence expert, reports from December last year
suggested that 14 would be employed in the Indian Ocean mission but only 12 were used.
Sutton said that these gliders are unpowered with large wings to glide that can run for long
periods of time, adding that they are not fast or agile, however, they are employed for longrange missions.
Furthermore, the defence analyst said these Chinese gliders that are placed in the Indian
Ocean was reportedly gathering oceanography data, which "sounds innocuous" however, is
commonly gathered for naval intelligence purposes." Noting the rising challenges in the IndoPacific region, Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat earlier this month had said the
world is witnessing a race for strategic bases
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), adding that it is only going to gain momentum in the times to
come. "Of late along with geostrategic competition in the Indo-Pacific, we are also witnessing
a race for strategic places and bases in the Indian Ocean region which is only going to gain
momentum in the times to come," General Rawat had said while delivering a keynote address
at the Global Dialogue Security Summit.
CDS Rawat had said, "In the military field, technology must be a means of deterrence not a
source of destruction. Our approach to security hence needs to shift from unilateral to the
multilateral mode which mandates increasing training engagements with partner nations in
order to fortify the future." He said that based on the challenges that India face, "we require
structured long-term planning for capacity building and capability development of our defence
forces."
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Sea Wing Submersible UUV
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Cruise Missile Launch

55

C704 Short to Medium Range Anti-Ship Missile Weapon System ...
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U.S. officials press China over growing nuclear arsenal
https://washingtontimes-dc.newsmemory.com/?token=6e46c437da0401c968b5fcb7048fdf89_5ff481b4_d3019ac&selDate=20210105
Pompeo, Billingslea calling for Beijing to join arms control talks BY BILL GERTZ to THE WASHINGTON TIMES // 05 Jan 2021

China is engaged in a nuclear arms buildup and is stonewalling the international community regarding its strategic weapons intentions,
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and President Trump’s chief arms control negotiator said Monday.
Mr. Pompeo and Marshall Billingslea, special presidential envoy for arms control, wrote in joint op-ed published Monday by Newsweek that
arms control during the Cold War served both Washington and Moscow’s interests by showing transparency on nuclear arsenals. But
Beijing has repeatedly resisted their invitation to join talks with Washington and Moscow on an extension of the soon-to-expire New
START treaty.
“Paired with its weapons modernization, Beijing’s nuclear posture is getting more aggressive, threatening even non-nuclear neighbors and
undermining confidence in its so-called ‘no first use’ policy,” they wrote. The Trump administration, they added, regards China’s “twodecades- long, asymmetric arms race” as “a core part of that challenge.” China’s build-up “endangers the American homeland, our
strategic positions in the Indo-Pacific, and our allies and partners,” they added, noting U.S. allies, partners and “even the highest levels of
the Russian government” have been briefed on Beijing’s growing arsenal.
China has consistently rejected U.S. offers to join arms talks, despite what the U.S. sees as the dangers posed by its growing force of
strategic weapons, dominated by several types of new missiles of all ranges, ballistic missile submarines and bombers. “Today, China
allows no such transparency for the world’s fastest-growing nuclear arsenal,” Mr. Pompeo and Mr. Billingslea said.

“Beijing refuses to disclose how many nuclear weapons it has, how many it plans to develop, or what it plans to do with them. It is the
least transparent of the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council.” China is rapidly developing a triad of missiles,
submarines and bombers under President Xi Jinping. Mr. Xi’s recent elevation of the People’s Liberation Army Rocket Forces into a new
military branch is part of the drive to create a world-class military by 2049.
The two U.S. officials said that satellite imagery revealed PLA advances during a 2019 military parade showing off nuclear-capable
missiles. The parade stretched nearly 3 miles and was almost 10 times longer than a similar parade a decade earlier. The latest parade
showcased the new DF-41 multiwarhead missile capable of striking the U.S. in 30 minutes. The DF-41 will be deployed in silos and on
mobile launchers in the near future as part of a bid by Beijing to double its nuclear arsenal in the next 10 years.
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Top 10 ICBM Ballistic Missiles in the World 2020
10. Chinese Dongfeng-31AG ballistic missile

The DF-31AG is a deeply improved version of the Dongfeng-31A ballistic missile, employing a host of new technologies, with a range of up to 12,000 km, and can carry five to six sub-missile warheads,
twice as many as the Dongfeng-31A!

9. French M51 submarine-launched ballistic missile.
The M51 is a sixth-generation French submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) with a range of 13,000 kilometers and up to 12 warheads, which, together with the Triumph-class strategic nuclear
submarines, forms the backbone of France’s strategic nuclear strike force.

8. Russian RT-2PM2 Poplar-M ballistic missile.
The Poplar-M is arguably one of Russia’s best-known strategic weapons, and it leads the way in the development of intercontinental missiles. With a range of over 10,000 km, road maneuver launch +
warhead end deflection, it makes it extremely difficult to defend against!

7. Russian SS-N-30 Bulava submarine-launched ballistic missile.
The Bulava, nicknamed the Round Hammer, is a new-generation submarine-launched ballistic missile developed on the basis of the Ballistic Missile Poplar-M. The Bulava has a reduced bullet weight and is
the core of Russia’s second-strike submarine fleet. Based on the powerful capability of Poplar-M, the reduced bomb weight and the combination of the Borei class ballistic missile nuclear submarine
become the core of Russia’s second-strike force.

6. China’s Dongfeng-41 ballistic missile

The Dongfeng-41 is China’s new generation ballistic missile, which can be launched by road-mobile launch or railway platform, with a maximum range of 14,000 kilometers, and can carry five to eight
sub-missile warheads, making it a hero among ballistic missiles.

5. Russian RS-24 Yars ballistic missile.
Yars is an upgraded version of the Poplar-M, with 20 percent more throwing weight than the Poplar-M, and although it is a single warhead, it has better end-to-end maneuverability, and Russia
claims it cannot be intercepted.

4. China’s Dongfeng 5B/C ballistic missile

The Dongfeng-5C ICBM, test-fired in early 2017, is the latest model of China’s Dongfeng-5 series. Compared to the road/rail maneuver + solid fuel Dongfeng-31 series and Dongfeng-41, the silo-launched +
liquid-fueled Dongfeng-5C has a longer range and larger payload, making it the absolute core of China’s strategic nuclear deterrent!

3. United States LGM-30G Minuteman 3 ballistic missile
The Minuteman 3, which began service in 1970, is the only land-based intercontinental ballistic missile in service in the U.S. By virtue of U.S. excellent materials science and perverted engine
technology, the Minuteman 3, which has a combat total weight of only 34 tons, can achieve a maximum range of 13,000 kilometers and a payload of nearly 1 ton, the “veteran” who has served for
nearly 50 years, is still in service today. Still one of the most powerful weapons in the world!

2. United States UGM-133 Trident II D5 submarine-launched ballistic missile
Trident’s big name has been long-standing, the type of missile not only in the United States military service, even the United Kingdom also from the United States to buy this missile as its only strategic
nuclear strike carrier. “Trident II” D5 and Ohio class ballistic missile nuclear submarines can be said to complement each other, a Trident can carry up to 14 nuclear warheads, an Ohio can carry 24
Trident, the U.S. military has the ability to launch Trident D5 Ohio class nuclear submarines 14 ships, so it is really too terrifying!

1. Russian R-36M ballistic missile
The R-36M’s codename may be unfamiliar to people, but its NATO codename SS-18 “Satan” is a familiar one! “Mankind’s Most Terrifying Weapon” and “The Soviet Union’s Insane Nuclear Missile”
…… With a range of 16,000 kilometers, a projectile weight of 8.8 tons, and a nuclear warhead of 25 million tons equivalent. With an accuracy of 100 meters, the R-36M is the most powerful
ICBM in
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the world, and as its nickname “Satan” symbolizes, it is a devil that can destroy the world!

Dongfeng-41 (DF-41, CSS-X-10) ᳚
枌 -41

The missile reportedly has an operational range
between 14,000 to 15,000 kilometres (8,700 to
9,300 mi).[5][1] This makes it the second long-range
missile in the world, second only to the Russian R-36M,
which has a reported range of 16000 km.[6][7] It is
believed to have a top speed of Mach 25,[2] and to be
capable of MIRV delivery (up to 10).[5] The development
of the MIRV technology is reported to be in response to
the deployment of the United States national missile
defense system which degrades China's nuclear
deterrence capability.[8] The project started in
1986,[5] and may now be coupled with the JL-2 program.
Though there have been reports that the DF-41 can
carry 6 to 10 warheads, analysts think it most likely
carries only three warheads, with the additional payload
used for many penetration aids.[9]
Richard Fisher, an expert on Asia-Pacific military affairs,
says that a typical Second Artillery Corps unit has 6-12
missile launchers and may have an additional 6-12
"reload missiles", i.e. missiles to be launched after the
first missile with which the launcher is equipped are
launched, indicating 12-24 DF-41 missiles per unit. If a
missile had 10 warheads, that would give a single SAC
unit the capability to target the contiguous United
States with 120-240 nuclear warheads.[10] Wikipedia
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Supercomputer Rankings
•1
1. Fugaku. Japan
•2. Summit. United States
•3. Sierra. United States

•4. Sunway TaihuLight. China

This capability may
be the most
important of all the
indicators and
systemic concerns.
No nation can
afford to lag
behind or to miss a
technical upgrade.

•5. Tianhe-2A. China
•6. Frontera. United States

SUPERCOMPUTING DEFINITION
The term "supercomputing" refers to the processing of massively complex or data-laden problems using
the concentrated compute resources of multiple computer systems working in parallel (i.e. a
"supercomputer"). Supercomputing involves a system working at the maximum potential performance
of any computer, typically measured in Petaflops. Sample use cases include weather, energy, life
sciences, and manufacturing. HP
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Chinese Technology Thrusts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Very Advanced Computational Capabilities
Artificial Intelligence and Augmented Reality
Robotics
Nuclear and Electromagnetic Weapons
Advanced Sensors and Remote Detection Capabilities
Cognitive Enhancement
Precision Geolocation Capabilities
Secure Communications
Enhanced Bio-Chem Warfare Capabilities
Anything That Will Provide An Advantage
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ESPIONAGE
Political, Sensitive, Complicated, but Real
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"Leadership is the capacity to
translate vision into reality"
Warren Bennis

Leadership

One of the variables in the coming months and years will be
the nature and capacity of leadership in the several nations
involved in shaping the future global community.
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67 years old

68 years
old
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70 years old

78 years old
67

81 years old

38 years old
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China and Russia

Closer than you think but still cultures apart…
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Kremlin.ru По окончании военных манёвров «Восток-2018» состоялся полевой смотр войск Wikipoedia.
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Chinese, Russian and Mongolian national flags set on armored vehicles during the large-scale military exercise Vostok 2018 in Eastern Siberia

72

SYNTHESIS

After analysis we should achieve synthesis and with that process
achieve clarity at least in the context of what we were able to
know and understand. China is hard to synthesize. Much like
America, it has many facets of the same gemstone. The question
may be – the conundrum is – which “face” are we dealing with?
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Adversaries and Their Placement
Greater Threats

X
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Iran and North Korea have many features of their society
that reduce the potential threat against the United
States that they can generate. However, both nations
are capable of sewing regional instability. We can’t forget
that North Korea is a proven nuclear capable nation and
Iran would like to be.

Россия

ࠅ
ﯾﺮان

ا

Assessing the nature of the threat we are facing from
adversarial nations is not very complicated. China is the
main holistic existential threat to the pre-existing
“normal” global condition. Russia is certainly a capable
strategic threat but its small population and its apparent
goals [in its own region] moderate the importance of that
threat state.

ٓଛ

Lesser Threats

Philosophically and Geopolitically these four nations
should be thought of as potential adversaries. In the case
of China, that characterizations seems to be more acute
than it has been in the past.
There is always an unknown – an X factor – which should
be considered and discussed whenever the future threat is
being assessed. A threatening alliance may be one
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example.
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My Opinions
• China is clearly moving toward a position of global preeminence.

• Whether that will include eventual dominance is unclear.
• They are preparing for the potential for conflict – if not the intent to initiate
conflict. The difference is unclear and uncertain.
• They are using their growing influence to separate and call into question
“traditional” alliances and agreements and replace them with their own.

• They are now projecting rather than offering – an important nuance in their
evolution.
• They are presenting a threat and a danger to the United States and our Allies if
they continue on their present course. The nature of the threat is uncertain.
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Anglosphere and Sinosphere
(From The Economist)

Is this the direction we are headed in? Do the terms match
reality?
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SPHERES OF INFLUENCE
WEST WIND

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

United States
India
Australia
South Korea
European Allies
Japan
Israel
Middle East Allies

EAST WIND

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

China
Russia
Mongolia
North Korea
Iran
African Nations
Middle East Nations

SOFT WIND

• South America
• Middle East Vacillators
• Central Asia
• Southeast Asia
• Others?
• African Nations
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Bottom Lines

(ఊ
ఊ䵽)

• We are going to have to acknowledge and accommodate the existence and the
strength of China in the 2021 – 2030 time period.
• We need a coherent (૮ )ױstrategic pathway forward – and we do not have
one. There is no more important national imperative than to develop one.

• We cannot fully understand the challenges and threats without paying a great
deal more attention to the Chinese.
• We may have to resort to defensive reactions – including armed force – but that
is a perilous possibility.
• China can co-exist with America. America can co-exist with China. But that
condition will be a very different world from the past.
• What about all the “others?”
79

Future Context

Events And Changing Conditions & Circumstances Over Time Will Have To Be Dealt
With As They Arise…
That Does Not Mean We Cannot Work To Anticipate And Moderate The Effects Of
Whatever Comes Our Way…
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Friday, February 12
Year of the Metal Ox. People born in the year of 1961 (Feb. 15, 1961 - Feb. 04, 1962) which is Xinchou Year are
members of the Metal Ox. For those born before Feb. 15, 1961, they belong to the zodiac animal of Metal 81Rat.

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE YOU MY VIEWS
“THERE ARE MANY TRUTHS, SOME VALID FOR ONE,
SOME FOR ANOTHER.
THINGS ARE NOT WHAT THEY SEEM… IT IS A
LESSON WE MUST LEARN AND RELEARN BECAUSE
WE KEEP SEARCHING FOR CERTAINTY, AND
CERTAINTY DOES NOT EXIST.”
- HARRISON SALISBURY, 1989

PATRICK M. HUGHES
Lieutenant General, US Army, Retired
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CHINA

•Population: 1,390,080,000

•Per capita income: $16,760
1918: Spanish Flu
•Life expectancy at birth: F 78/M 75 yrs
The Spanish Influenza pandemic is the catastrophe against which all modern pandemics are measured.
It is estimated that approximately 20 to 40 percent of the worldwide population became ill and that over 50 million people died.
•Infant mortality rate: 10/1,000 live births
Between September 1918 and April 1919, approximately 675,000 deaths from the flu occurred in the U.S. alone. Many people
died from this very quickly. Some people who felt well in the morning became sick by noon, and were dead by nightfall.
Sources:
1957: Asian Flu
National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2018
In February 1957, the Asian influenza pandemic was first identified in the Far East.
Population Reference Bureau 2018, China
Immunity to this strain was rare in people less than 65 years of age, and a pandemic was predicted. In preparation, vaccine
production began in late May 1957, and health officials increased surveillance for flu outbreaks.
Unlike the virus that caused the 1918 pandemic, the 1957 pandemic virus was quickly identified, due to advances in scientific
technology. Vaccine was available in limited supply by August 1957. The virus came to the U.S. quietly, with a series of small outbreaks
over the summer of 1957. Although the Asian flu pandemic was not as devastating as the Spanish flu, about 69,800 people in
the U.S. died.
1968: Hong Kong Flu
In early 1968, the Hong Kong influenza pandemic was first detected in Hong Kong. The number of deaths
between September 1968 and March 1969 for this pandemic was 33,800, making it the mildest pandemic in the 20th century.
There could be several reasons why fewer people in the U.S. died due to this virus.
1976: Swine Flu Threat
When a novel virus was first identified at Fort Dix, it was labeled the “killer flu.” Experts were extremely concerned because the virus
was thought to be related to the Spanish flu virus of 1918. The concern that a major pandemic could sweep across the world led to a mass
vaccination campaign in the United States.
1977: Russian Flu Threat
In May 1977, influenza A/H1N1 viruses isolated in northern China, spread rapidly, and caused epidemic disease in children and young adults
(< 23 years) worldwide. The 1977 virus was similar to other A/H1N1 viruses that had circulated prior to 1957. (In 1957, the A/H1N1
virus was replaced by the new A/H2N2 viruses). Because of the timing of the appearance of these viruses, persons born before 1957 were
likely to have been exposed to A/H1N1 viruses and to have developed immunity against A/H1N1 viruses. Vaccine containing this virus was not
produced in time for the 1977-78 season, but the virus was included in the 1978-79 vaccine.
1997: Avian Flu Threat
The most recent pandemic “threats” occurred in 1997 and 1999. In 1997, at least a few hundred people became infected with the avian
A/H5N1 flu virus in Hong Kong and 18 people were hospitalized. Six of the hospitalized persons died. To prevent the spread of this virus, all
chickens (approximately 1.5 million) in Hong Kong were slaughtered. The avian flu did not easily spread from one person to another,
and after the poultry slaughter, no new human infections were found.
In 1999, another novel avian flu virus – A/H9N2 – was found that caused illnesses in two children in Hong Kong.
Although both of these viruses have not gone on to start pandemics, their continued presence in birds, their ability to infect humans, and the
ability of influenza viruses to change and become more transmissible among people is an ongoing concern.

2019: Human Coronavirus COVI-19 – pandemic is ongoing
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